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One vowel system for two languages: The vowel inventory of Bukharan Tajik-Uzbek bilinguals This
paper analyses the vowels of Tajik and Uzbek produced by two bilingual speakers from Bukhara, a
city in which Tajik and Uzbek have been in contact for centuries. The analysis reveals a clear
divergence between the standard Uzbek vowel system and the Uzbek vowel system which the Tajik-
Uzbek bilinguals use — standard Uzbek /o/ and /o/ are more central and more close, respectively, in
the Bukharan bilinguals’ Uzbek vowel system. The analysis also reveals an interlingual consistency
between their Tajik and Uzbek vowel systems — the positions of the bilinguals’ Tajik vowels in the
F1-F2 space exhibit a striking resemblance to those of their Uzbek vowels. In other words, the
Bukharan bilinguals’ Uzbek vowel system diverges from the standard Uzbek vowel system in such a
way that the divergence renders their Tajik and Uzbek vowel systems practically identical. This
naturally suggests an influence of Tajik on the formation of the bilinguals’ Uzbek vowel system.
However, a few studies (e.g. Windfuhr 2009: 458) also exist that appear to point to an Uzbek
influence on the formation of the Tajik vowel system. The vowel system that the Bukharan bilinguals
utilize for both of their languages can therefore be identified, at least in part, as a product of
bidirectional influences between the two contact languages, and contrasts with the vowel systems of a
number of other contact languages which appear to be subject to the unidirectional influence of
sociolinguistically dominant languages (e.g. Bullock & Gerfen 2004 and Lled et al. 2008). This paper
alsoincludes an examination of formant data obtained from nineteen informants in Bukhara.
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