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Studying Fan Fiction
Japan-in-Asia Cultural Studies

Are you a fan of anything? Have you ever thought that
your hobby can be studied academically?

[ am a student in the Japan-in-Asia Cultural Studies
program, and I am currently studying fan fiction. It
started as a joke when I thought it would be funny to
research K-pop fan fiction, or fictional stories by fans
depicting (usually) homoerotic relationships between
band members. Turns out, there was more than meets
the eye. Fan fiction about real people usually have two
modes: one is where you try to keep things as realistic
as possible, and the other is where you place the
person in a completely fictional setting. In a research
paper, I explored how writers of realistic fan fiction try
to bridge the gap between the public persona of the idol
and their private, "real" identity. At the same time, both
writers and readers know that identities are
performative, which opens up vast possibilities for their
imagination: in the incompleteness of reality, a new
"reality" is born. Right now, apart from fan fiction
studies, I am curious about fandom and digital media,
specifically how the internet has changed the way fans
consume and produce new contents, and how social
media has become the main space of interaction for
fans.

Now, you may think being too personally involved in a
topic is bad because it could lead to a loss of
objectivity. However, "aca-fans" (academic and fan) like
me can utilize theoretical perspectives to analyze our
hobbies, while also benefitting from our own
experiences and connections in the fan community to
aid our research. Our lived experiences today are
guided by all sorts of media, and as part of media
studies, fandom studies can help us better understand
the image-heavy world we live in.

Ngan Tran (3rd-year undergraduate student)

JACS students during an

online lesson
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